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"THE PATERNAL CHARACTER OF GOD. 


[Extract from' an Unpublished Sermon,] 
"BY A. A. FOLSOM. 
\ His we not all. one Father ?*—M ALACHI 2, 10. 


ts. 


Is all our regearches, we meet -with no gubject 
which affords more rational joy and genuine com- 
fort to the mind, than that of the parental charac- 
ter of God. There 1s 8nch a loveliness and 
charm as80ciated with the name, ' father, that: 
whenever we find it ascribed to the eternal Crea- 
tor, the powers of -the soul are moved to rapture 
and its filial sympathies -kindled- to a flame.” Un- | pass 
der their influence we are constrained to inquire, 
Is the infinite Maker of heaven and earth the Fa-| a 
ther of human'beings? "The scriptures answer in 
the affirmative ; still, as though doubtful of the 
fact, when casting our eyed aopund upon the num- 
berless countenances which meet our view, we 
are Jed to askn _ with no less anxiety, How 
many of mankin permitted to claim ehovah 
as their Father ? 

'The gsacred writers, furnish a satisfactory an- 
swer to this question. , © Have we not all one Fa- 
ther? Hath not one God created us ?? * He hath 
made of one blood all nations of men, to'dwell on 
all the face of the earth,” From these testimonies, 
we learn that the Almig hty 1 is indeed the *Father 
of the spirits of all flesh,” and that mankind uni- 
versally are - the offering, the children of the 
© only thing and true A more intimate and 
endearing relation to God than that of children, 
we cannot desire, neither can it'exist. . A realiz- 
up Sense of Such a, relation is eminently calculat- 

to awaken in the mind filial love and rever- 
Fo, The. Rl agb bor, of the-fact that the great 
A $608 God is truly our Fa ther, is ent to 
aki ilate every doubt, of ate everyWMar, and 
fill the Soul * ; with Joy Eran and full of 
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not, therefore, indulge'a epi * ae © -aiþ {Bag 
tention, nor exalt ourselves above others on ac- 
count of being more highly honored ; but let us 
treat all men as brethren and heirs to an Incor- 
ruptible inheritance. .* Have we not all one Fa- 
ther? Hath not one God created. us? 16-4 
then do we deal treacherously every man a 

his brother ” 

As the favored children of God; as Lek 
equal by creation,” and alike dependent for every 
blessing, let us cherish no other” 8entiments than 
those of perfect friendship 'and brotherly love. 
Cultivating the epirit of humility and” universal 
affection, we shall be prepared to meet with, forti- 
tude Fs resignation the various incidents of mor 
tal life 
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these > annot deprive 
nor o ney $ennok copper 
our faith affards..... Even. while denounced. by the 
more popular orders of the day, it is our privilege 
to adopt the cheering language of the 36 arg 
and with 'sentiments of gratitude -to exclaim, 
Mo! atom, and Jecael ackuonieaey wn wot: 

1 of us, 8rael acknowledge us not ; 
thou O Lord, art our Father, our Redeemer; thy 
name 48 from everlasting.' 

While, therefore, we ive in the full enjoyment 
of that faith which assures us that God is our Fa- 
ther, let us never give heed to the voice of slan- 

r and the anathemas of men. Let us rejoice 

at the everlasting Jehovah is our Friend, and, 
that as his children, no power can finally harm us. 
He possesses every perfection without the least 
limitation, | 

_As & parent perfectly qualified for the govern- 
ment of 80 yast a family as that of mankind, it 1s 
indispensably requisite that God should be omni- 
present, omnipotent, all-wise, infinitely just and 
good, The extent of his dominion ; the numerous 
individuals who compose the human family ; their 
various characters, and the infinite number of vi- 
cissitudes through which they are destined to 
pass, imperiously demand the watchfulness and 
faithful care of an absolntely perfect Being. To 
control and govern all the movements of such a 
wonderful machine as the universe, requires the 
exertion - of infinite faculties, Power, wisdom, 
Justice and goodness, infinite in their natures, 
must be combined in their operations to produce 
8uch effects, to bring about regularly sach phe- 
nomena as are descoverable in the revolutions of 
time. 

But of the eyer-consoling fact that infinite pow- 
er, wisdom, justice, goodness, mercy and truth be- 
long to the most high God, we have testimony as 
abundant and satisfactory, as of his existence. Tt 
is impossible rationally to beheve the latter and 
doubt the former. Surely no reasonable being 
can be incredulous with regard to the great, fun- 
damental point in all religions, that there exists 
one_ gupreme, primary Cause of all things. _ 'To 
this fact every thing around us bears testimony, 
for-*the invisible things of Him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being understood 
by things that are made even his eternal power 


and God-head.” 
 ©'There 1s a God all nature speaks, 
* Through earth, and air, and seax and skies; 
See, ſrom the clouds his glory breaks, 
Whea. first.the beams of morning rise.” 
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tablets of eternity—* God 1s love.” 


A ILA ALP A ALAM 
_ Creation, however, is not the only evidence we 
haye of the unchanging beneficence of our Maker, 
nor is it the” most laminous and convincing evi- 
dence of this fact. Satisfactory as it may be to 
many. on this point, the creation is merely an ex- 
ternal exhibition of God's goodness. It contains, 
if we may 80 8peak, only circumstantial evidence. 
It is in the Volume of revelation that we are fur- 
nished with the most lucid and PIRnAry testimony 
on this 8ublime and inspiring subject. In this, the 
evidence is abundant. - It is plain and unequivocal, 
It 1s Satisfactory. *God is love. *He is: good 
and doeth good,” *He is good to all and his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works.', Such are 
the declarations of Holy Writ. They are plain 
and positive ; and we learn by,them that the good- 
ness of God is of a peculiarly amiable and attract- 
ing character. - It is truly parental, and it is per- 
fect. It is unlimited, impartial and unchangeable. 
It is strictly infinite and endless. Tt is a truth 
written as with the point of a diamond npon the 
*'The Lord is 
gracicus.and full of compassion, slow to anger and 
of great mercy.” | 


SKETCH OF AN UNPUBLISHED SERMON. 
BY M. H. SMITH. 


© Behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the in of 
the world.*—Jonn 1; 29 


To all attentive readers of the Bible, it must ap- 
pear evident that names were given. to men in an- 
cient times, to designate their work and character, 
For the same reason, figures were borrowed from 
nature—as the lion for courage; the tiger for 
cruelty ; the serpent for wisdom, and the lamb for 
meekness and gentleness. 

The Lamb of God is a name often given to the 
Savior, He 1s called the © Lamb slain from the 
foundation of the world; not. simply because 
meekness, gentleness and compassion, were the 
charactenstics of himself and doctrine ; but in al- 
lusion also to the Levitical priesthood. Once in 
the year, the Jewish Priest went forth, and, .in the 
Sacrifice offered, died for'the 8ins of the whole na- 
tion. 'This Paul assures us, was a type of Christ. 
So far from offering the custo Sacrifice, he 
offered himself, He gave himself a ransom for 
the whole world. Heb. ix. 26—* But now once 
in the end of the world hath he appeared to put 
away 8in by the sacrifice of himepIf, In no in- 
stance did the Jeyish Priest fail, and we have 
the a e that the Lamb of God *8hall not 
fail n discouraged, till he *shall zee of the 
trvail ot his soul and be satisfied.? | 

John has said, the Lamb of God shall take away 
the 8in of the world, the whole world. This tes- 


timony 1s true, and 1s noppente 2d by many portions 
7 of 8cripture, for the ible does in _no anco 


e 8ays, *We have 8een_ and do testify that the 
ather sent the Son to be the Savior of ihe world.” 
The Savior 8ays, *I came "os 10: C00n the 
world, but to 8ave the world.” _And Paul ays, be 
* gave himself a _ransom for all ;/ was made *the 
PMOptaped for the gins of the whole world.” 
e now _haye the subject plainly before us. 
The work. of the Lamb of God is to take away, to 


Hen to us a partial Savior. 'The beloved apos- 


tion with his providential dealings with man, bears | 


destroy the 8in of the world. If his work then be 
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ever done, the time will arrive when there will be 
no'sin. If 80; there will then be no-misery. 

But if 80me of the doctrines of men are true, 
the Lamb of God can never take away the ein of 
the world. If sin be infinite, he can never do his 
work, for sin'is the most powerful. If sin be infi- 
nite, God cannot destroy it, for it is equal to him- 
gelf. God is only infinite: Sin, ' therefore, will 
be as likely to destroy God, as God to destroy 
gin. And when we consider how many 8ins 
there are in the world to oppose God, each of 
which is infinite 5 and when we remember that if 
an immense namber of co-equals is brought 
against one, there is much probability that the one 
will be destroyed instead of the many, are we not 
Justfified im the conclusion, that, if all the infinite 
8ins committed in' the world shonld be: brought 
against God, it is more probable that he would' be 
destroyed, than that he woulddestroy sin. . Should 
the doctrine then, of the infinity of sin, prove true, 
the text must prove false;; but if this doctrine be 
false, the text is true. As sin is the act 'of frail, 
finite man, and as a cause cannot produce an eff- 
ect gsuperior to itself, gin must be finite and may, 
therefore, be destroyed.  [t certainly will be de- 
8troyed, for the Lamb of God taketh away the sin 
of the world.” 

The author of the text says, behold the Lamb 
of God! But what is it that renders the Lamb of 
God lovely in the eyes of true believers when 
they behold him? ' It is his work. | He destroys 
Sin, and he will 'save the world. What turns the 
upright man” into « loathsome beast? It is sin. 
What destroys your $ons, and ruins your daugh- 
ters? It is 8in., What distroys the peace of the 
human' race, and ' spreads moral desolation over 
the fairest works'of God? | It is 8in. "And hall 


this be destroyed? Shall that disposition be 
taken from man which poisons his life, and makes 
him an.inmate of hell? Pleasing thought! When 


your Physician removes your disease, how grate- 


ful do you feel! But what would be your emo- 
hint, v he prevent you from ever being dis- 
eas Fain. | ? 


Now the believers can look upon the Lamb of 
God as the great Physician of men, who will not 
only remoye their ai r; who will not only 
cleanse them from sin, but attor] y destroy it. 'Po 
be loved, the character of the son of God needs 
_ only to be geen, and therefore to all my readers, 
young and old, I would 8ay;,— Behold the Lamb 
FORT IEL ETC AM TGLY, 1 nb fon 41 
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'- Fthe rede | | 
|they standiin relation [tothe gospel; are *prison- 
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friend. St. Auſustine of old, 


on, let it be '01-- what | 
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| as one, and by it the commerce of civilized life i 
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tions with freedom. In fine, tpi wp. is drawn 
together into one mass, and gupported. thereby. 
The conversation of two friends, Tot it be rey 
bered, renders their happiness- or their: misfor- 
tunes, in a manner common;3-it. enlarges their 
pleasures, and legsens their afflictions. _ Grief 1s 
much alleviated. by communication, and joy 1s in- 
creased by the delights of expressing it, 

Augustine, and his mother, .as I obgerved be- 
fore, conversed together, and choge religious to 
ies for their theme. ., At one time, as the histori N 
informs. us, they were engaged 80 much in dis- 
coursing on the, beauties of the yisible creatic 
that they ascended, in imagination, . by, these le 
ders—namely, creation, and. the. starry heaven 
*to the glories of the inyisible state, till. the 
were, inspired with the most ; affecting se 8.0 
their gupereminent excellency, and actuated wi 
the most ardent breathings. after their full enjoy- 
ment; insomuch”, continues the same writer, 
that they weye almost wrapt up into the bliss 
they contemplated; and scarce knew whether 
they were in the-body, or out of the body,” 

Thus you will see, that conversation,.if turned 
upon xeligious subjects, 1s capable of carrying,our 
minds, by FAITH, to's nearer tion to'our hea- 
venly inheritance; und is the means whereb 
man, as he travels along. the vale of mortality, 
enabled to hold aridience with his Maker. In like 
manner, my dear friend, let us follow the exam- 
ple of these ancients, so far as they were right, 
not their persecuting spirit, however, which was 
great, as the account informs us. Let, us converse 
as occasion offers, on those things which make 
for our eyerlasting peace. And as we journey on 
through the road of time, let us bear in mind, that 
*life and immortality* are brought to light gh 
the gospel, for the vast family of man. "And how- 


ever, some may say, that there is no God, 


_- 


That reigns on high, 
Or minds the affairs of men,” 


And others who 8ay, that 8alvation; was never-in- 
tended for all, yet the record; I 8ay the record re- 
maineth true. And what--8ays the: record 2... St. 
Paul 8ays, © There is'one, God, andione. mediator 
between' God - and men; the' man; /Christ Jesvs ; 
"who gave himself = ransom for all. to- be-testified 
in 'due'time.” A ransom /\signifies's price « +7 19g 
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veil, we understand a separation drawn, for 'wise 
parposes,” between: the earthly and the heavenly 
8tate, through which veil, nos, the anchor of the 
IT ING is strongly imbedded. in'the ce- 

stial heavenly tate. : <o 

' « To things unseen by mortal eyes, 
"& tou of Kieyed light > 

| ' Directs our view 3 our prospects rise, 

1K All permanent and bright. 


Our hopes 8till fix*d on joys to come ; 
-  'Those blissful scenes on high, 
Shall flourish in immortal bloom, 
''', * "When time and nature die.* 
my friend, in parting— Only let. our 


And now 


conversation be ns becometh the gospel of Christ? 


and whether I converse with you again, or refrain 
from conyersing, may I hear that you stand fast in 
the sazme faith, striving for the gospel of peace ; 
and in nothing territied by your adversaries : 
which is to them an evident token of perdition, 
but to you of salvation, and that of God.” Adien. 


E. H. R. 
_ Boston April 8. 1833. 
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SYLVA.—No. IV. 
* Habitarunt. Di quoque 8ylvas.*—V1RG. 

It 1s a most interestin employment to look in- 
to the religious habits of nations unblest with the 
light of revelation; to observe the peculiarities 
which mark those of different climates and coun- 
tries and Cu to trace them in their gradual 
impersonation of the forms,and powers or functions 
of nature, and to mark the influence which pre- 


vious habits and manners exert, even after a whole | 
nation has been initiated into the general truths | 


of the christian religion. There is one curious 
fact which cannot escape the notice of the careful 
observer, and it is this: there is a marked differ- 
ence between the conceptions of. various nations, 
with regard to the Divinity. This peculiarity is 
95a and accounted for in the following re- 
marks, TOES 


ConceyrTion oF, THE Divinity. *© That the 
Greeks and Italians, from the earliest times to this 


hour, have as nations, ' been  contra-distinguisbed |1 


from the Northern tribes by a more 8enguous con- 
ception of the Divinity, and by a craving after a 
visible and tangible representation of | him/ on 
earth, is indisputable. It is not difficult to acconnt, 
for the fact. 'The inhabitant of those. 8unny lands 
where | the light of day is so bounti | 


per ofthe eternal; 
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| |raiged turf, \'They- 


| eyes. in adoration -without debagement, -. W here 
could he firid auch « Form? | His own was the only 
one. He labored to shape the log orthe stone, but 
his art failed- him. At length, in course . of time, 


| Sculpture rose to that consummate power,that mar- 


ble could be wrought..into. shapes worthy, as it 
Seemed, of that Immortal and Beautiful, of which 
theywere either the symbols or the.images accord- 
ingly as the Imagination of the s8pectator was more 
or less purified .by.philosophy. After this,epoch, 
the. creations of the art, were. multiplied; some- 
times embodying the oP existing; notions of a 
Divinity, at others. boldly chiseling a.,new figure 
of the Sky, or the Sen, or the Wood, and setting 
it up for. as much worship as-admirgtion or g8uper- 
stition would render to it. | .'/The simulacra Deo- 
rum -were sacred eg8entiale/ in the popular and 
actual religion of the nation, ..No doubts of phil- 
ogophy, no ridicule of satire, availed in later ages 
to weaken that congenial fondness for coporeal 
exhibition of the. gods which their laws sanction- 
ed and their taste made delightful, When indeed 
christianity took; root in-those countries, . its con- 
verts abjured this craving after idols as a mark of 
Paganism, and 80 long as the ancient. Mytholo 

had any separate establichment in the empire, the 
spiritual worship which our religion demands, and 
80. essentially 1mplies. as- only fitting for it was 
'preserved-in its:purity. by means of the 8alutary 
contrast. But no 8ooner had the church become 
completely triumphant and exclusive,, and- the 
parallel of Pagan idolatry totally'remoyed,, than 
the -o1d constitutional appetite reyived-:in,'all. 


differed in no respect except un. | 
objects, from” that which had existed for 80 1 
ages as the chief characteristic'of the. 


faith of the Gentiles. + oo oo 
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tain of this vast nation, the Germans of the Ro- 
man Empire, down: to. the present hour, whither- 
80ever it has migrated, and in the exactproportion 
in which it has-preserved-the/purity of its North- 
ern blood, we may trace-in-its manners first, and 
bubsequently in its literature, a comparative ne- 
glect of the common face of nature, a fonduess for 
shadowy and unreal romance, a seeking after the 
abstract and the mysterious,.and a passion for de- 
scending into the depths of the 8piritual being of 
man: 


- STaTIOUs. 


THE GLEANER. 


MUSINGS: ON LIFE AND-DEATH. 
BY LUCY HOOPER, 


There is no 8ubject-on which regret is 80 often | 
or 80 commonly. expressed as on- the passing na- 


ture 'of earthly pleasures, and the' changing 'peri- 
ods of life. e mourn that childhood must ver 


into. maturity, and maturity change to age. @ 
connect, with this change, thoughts of *the ruin 
and the. tomb, and forget that this alteration may 
bring aught of sufficient- value to compensate for 
the gaiety it op rhe us of, or give any thing bet- 
ter and dearer than the =: iro of youthful feel- 
ing. In 8uch a mogd I watched, a group of, chil- 
dren at play ; they were 80 light in their motions, 
80 e, and 8eemingly 80 uncon- 
, that T conld- only compare them to 
terflies' on 'the wing, inhaling the 
bright flowers, and floating on- 
ed breeze of 8ummer. . And I 
how 80on- that mirth would pass 
flee, and the-sun of pleasure go 

to right happy things, and care, and 

ago, and vorro, be their portion, Anil as I look- 
on'thetn I 8aw one go out from among his com- 
pauions, and.laying himself on a bank of flowers 
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mine. Was it chance, or accident;-or the leading' 
of diviner wisdom than the dark eye! of mortality! 
may perceive, Which directed my 3 to-the bed 
of death ? which caused me to' stand inthe last. 
earthly presence of one whose path had» been. as: 
the sun. which shineth more and.-more+ unto the 
perfect day ; one, who had met,:trials but to vans 
quish. them, and came off more - than .conquerer - 
through him who loved ns. One who was revered 

in life, and whose name would be ever afterwards 
eyen *as ointment poured out.” There is-a moral 
in 8uch a 8cene which enters the .hardest heart. 


| I 8tood 8ubdued before its sublimity ; I was awed; 


was it thy presence, King of Terrors? No, I was 
entranced—-rapt in the dawning glories of immor- 


{ tality. Then it was that I felt that man 8hould' 


not.seek only his own good; then it was that I 
felt why his life should be as a universab blessing, 
or-as the odour of many flowers, a gift.of 8weet- 
ness to all, a something that gives relief to the 
dullest sense, a EE of pleasure to the wretch- 
ed, Yes, it was then that 1 felt the power of vir- 
tue, that I felt the ' worth of the mental endow- 
ments, and the gocial | feelings. which God has 
given. us ; when the one has proved- itself by en- 
Yening mankind, * a spark of divinity. and the 
other by blessing all within its reach, an attribute 
of God. But. there was silence and thought in 


| the chamber; peace sat on the countenance- of 


the dying, and we wept not; but we considered 
his life in our hearts, and were. all still, when his 
deep viriſing voice rose up in the quiet room 8s 
he closed his eyes forever - on/' earthly things. 
(Let me go for the day breaketh.? | 
- T left the place in silence;- I pondered: on the 
foolishness of my reasoning as regarded the child 
I have mentioned. I wished -no longer for fairy 
gifts: I bowed myself down. before the Majesty 
of Heaven, and felt that he who has planted the 
geed will water it, and;he who watches.its growth 
will bring it to. perfection. —NV. Y. Weekly Mess. 
Rrooklyn, Feb. 12. | | 
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ture, is, that the mind is a natural lover of righte- 
— St. _ in 5 900 0964 to the nn, 
makes these highly intelligent  expressions ; * 

defight in the law: of God; after: the inward man 3 
but 1 see another law in my members warring 
against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 
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s down | can never pay to the principle” of evil. 

engtly of mani sIlvers the"dark | He has a conscience which will not permit him to 
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But, according to the ancient and true proverb, 
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the evil bow before the good; and the wicked - 
the gates of the righteous.” a | 
If we'suppase for a moment, that'the mere hyp- 

ocrite who clothes himself with an outside of vir- 

tue, while 'he is 8ecretly wicked, has no respect 
for righteousness, we are greatly mistaken. We 
have s0mewhere' met with a remark, which we 
8hall not soon forget, that * hypocrisy is a homage, 
which vice pays to virtue. So admirable is gen- 
vine moral excellence to the human” mind, that 
even those who are not disposed to practise it, do 
frequently labor to gain that fervent admiration 
from others, which they know will be extended to 
characters appearing to be virtuous. 

- Righteousness' is the natural law of the mind. 
Whenever we depart from it, we commence war 
with our best feelings and capacities. We were 
made for virtue, and must live in = 8tate of virtue 
or be miserable.. Peace and a good conscience 
are the riches of the just, but they fly from the 
bosom of the wicked. B, 


INTEMPERANCE. 


Temperance is a jewel, which the possessor 
may deem invaluable ; it is the parent of industry, 
of health, of respect, and the only way to ensure 
an happy and venerable old age. How often do 
we 8ee the middle aged and even the youth, go 
down prematurely- to the mansion of the dead, 
threngh 'intemperance. How often the tenderest 
ties of 8ociety are rent asunder; how frequently 
are heard the deep rending sighs of a loving wife, 
bedewing with her tears her s8hivering and stary- 
ing offspring, by the ' folly -of an unfeeling and 
brutal hausband.' O man! that he should thus 
abuse the bounties of a benevolent Providence, 
that he should 80 far forget the dignity of his na- 
ture, that reason, his boasted possession, should 
be 'overpowered, by the gratification of sensual 
appetite, in common with the beast' of the field. 
Misfortune is no excuse, his relation to his God, 
to his family, to the world, calls aloud upon him to 
exercise the nobler faculties of his 8oul. Let him 
learn fortitude, let him practise resignation to that 
overruling Will, who hath numbered the hairs of 
our head, Ez 


Mortal ! hast thou adopted the language of the 
fool, and said in thy heart, * There is no God 2?— 
Pause, I beseech thee, and reflect. Wilt thou ac- 
count to thyself, in a' way that. shall- 8atisfy thine 
own mind, for the existence of those powers which 
enable thee to deny his existence? How came 
it to pass. that the'race of beings to which, thon 
belongest, are distinguished by .a/-peculiar and 
wonderful conformation—by: peculiar | a8 tn 
peculiar;; capabilities—by- pecuhar: desires /and 
hopes ?.; Look at thyself. Become: acquainted 
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PROSPECTUS. - 
FOR 

THE UNIVERSALIST.—VOL. II. 


8. STREETER, EpiroR. 


JN issuing proposals for the Second Volume of © The Uni- 
versalist,” the Proprietors have but 'a ſew words to offer. 
The first Volume is before the public. It has been receiv- 
ed with expreszions of warm approbation. ''The utmost 
exertion will be used to render the second Volume equal, 
and, if possible, superior in every respect to the first. The 
design and character of the work are expressed by the ti- 
tle. Tt will be in the most generous sense of the phrase, 
a Universalist, periodical. , "The t doctrine of a 
world's salvation by Jesus Christ will be fairly stated, fully 
illustrated and ſearlessly defended. Moral, - practical, ex- 
perimental aud consolotary subjects will receive a due sbare 
of attention. Nearly every Number .,will contain a Ser- 
mon from the pen of some Universalist clergyman. No- 
tices of passing events, interesting to the religious: public ; 


brief reviews of rare and popular works ; poetacaleſſusions, 
and in fact every thing which will tend cyan gra a publi- 
cation of the kind entertaining and useful will find a place 


5n the columns of the Universalist. Its tone will be mild, 
generous and charitable; but at the same time distimct, 
manly and firm. We shall- try to make its style” chaste, 
and its literary character generally such as command 
respect. In a word, no pains will be spared to make the 
Universalist such a publication as will do honor.to our de- 
nomination in the present improved state of 8ociety. 


ConDIiTIONS.—The Second Volume of © The Univer- 
galist,” will commence on the s8econd 46-4 #0 td May 
next. 1t will be published at No. 29 Cornhill Boston, by 
B. B. Mussey, and afforded to Mail subscribers and; those 
who take their rs at the Office,'at $1,00 per annum, 
in advance, $1,25 in 8ix months, and $1,50 at the close 
of the Volume. | ol Bebe again >. 230 

2. Twenty-five cents will 'be added where subscribers 
receive their paper by a Carrier. ' RIO ON SHOT EH 

3. Agents and others who' obtain five new-sabscribers 
and send the money for'them, shall receive-.a sixth. ec 
gratis, and in the zame; proportion for 

4. No paper discontinued till arre 
at the discretion of the Proprietors. 

5. Letters containing five dollars 
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6. Alle and communications on business must. be 
sent (Post Paid) to the Editor... EIN 
Latest News From Three Worlds. 
We gave notice in a recent No.. of the Unjversalist that 
the second edition. of .a work. with. the-above title, by Rev. 
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capable'of denying the - existence of God. /You | 
will find that he carries in and about_ him the in- 
dubitable evidence'of the-folly of thine own dec- 
larations. | SS OOBoeaat tbe Ty 

Divine Providence: always Places 'the remedy | 
near the evil. , There is not- any my o which it * 
has not annexed a blessing ;.nor any affli yr 
which, virtue: has not /provided a: remedy. Let | 


none then, eyer repine at the dealings/of Hirh, 
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gold at the 8ame price 


$18 per; hundred, We do hope that every one- who deems 
modern four-days and protracted meetings to be ungcrip- 


Who doeth his will.in- the armies of heaven, and 
amongs the inhabitants of the earth.? 4 


| tural and aubversive of the -interests- of true religion! will 
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avail himself of the eartiest opportunity to obtain one of 
these interesting little books: The introduction, which we 
have inserted on our last page, will give the readcr some 
idea'of the design and general character of the work. 


New Publication. 

Rev. R. Streeter, of Shirley, Mass. has issved proposals 
for publishing by subscription, a new work, to be entitled, 
« Twelre Familiar Conversations between Inquirer and 
Uniyersalist.” In. this work, the. doctrine. of Universal 
Salvation will be clearly exhibited and illustrated; and 
the - most important objections brought against at fairly 
gtated and fully answered, by a candid appeal to scripture, 
reason and facts. _'The author is abundantly qualified to 
do juatice to his subject. We are very much pleazed with 
the plan and arrangement of this proposed work. We 
hesitate not to give it as our opinion, that it will be one of 
the most interesting and useful publications which has ev- 
er been circulated in our country. We. deem it a felici- 
tions circumstance that it is to' have the form of friendly 
and familiar conversations. 'This will impart to it, es- 
pecially when carried on in the, sprightly and captivating 
style of this writer, a peculiar charm and value. When 
conducted by one who has'a talent for it, this kind of com- 
position poxsesses a fascinating power, a sort of elasticity 
and inspiration which come nearer to nature than any oth- 
er, and therefore exerts.a greater influence upon the mind 
and fee!ings. | Truths communicated in this way are more 
easily retained in the memory, and make a much deeper 
1mpression upon the affections, than when received through 
the sameness of style which uniformly occurs in a regular 
treatise or dissertation.  'The low price of the work, only 
50 cents for a bound book of 300 pages, will place it with- 
in the reach of every family. The prospectus sball be 
Siven.in-our next. Subscriptions ſor the above work will 
be received at the Office of the Universalist, and by the 


Universalism on the Decline. 

| Since our earliest* recollection, Universalism, accord- 
ing to the reports of its enemies, has been rapidly on the 
decline. When quite a lad, we frequently heard that the 
society of the late Mr. Murray of this city was fast dwind- 
ling away; that a few only of the scum of community re- 
mained, and that shortly the 'place where he preached 
would be entirely-deserted. No one of 8ound faith, in the 
section of the country where we resided, supposed that this 
destructive heresy could survive the demise of this pre- 
gumptuous declaimer. It is very remarkable. that it has 
been fast declining from that time to the present, and 8till, 
is not quite extinct even yet. It is, however, withering, 
it would seem, as rapidly as ever. 'The Rey. Mr. Whit- 
man- of Waltham, recently made a journey to the South, 
and_he every where found Universalism wasting under a 
zettled congumption. This fatal diszease has been eating 
at its vitals" for the last fifty years. In Richmond Vir- 
ginia, it had died away into Unitarian restorationism; in 
Baltimore, it had shared the same fate; and in Philadel- 
Phis, though it had' a name to live, it was ere beg tot- 
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grout gltpus GO condition”? 


has been no material change in its condition since 
Rev. geitlenian made. his report. ' It languiches =__ junk 
as it'did\then, and” just us-it hat} done, for a long time be- 
fore, and how that was, will appear from the following ex- 
tract which we take from the Philadelphia Liberalist. 


with honor and effect. 
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ally, that there are two Universalist Societies in this city; 
that each bas a splendid* house in which to worship the 
God of their fathers, and that it is very probable there will 
be a third Universalist Society here, in the courze of a 
few months. We would add, we have, moreover,.a week- 
ly journal which is well patronized.* Br. L. F.. W. An- 
drews, the pastor of one of the societies, in a recent letter 
to the editor of the 'Trumpet, assured him that, during the 
past winter, an uncommon. attention had been paid to the 
8ulject of Universalism. The houzes of worship, especi- 
ally on Lecture evenings, have been thronged. We. learn 
also by the Utica Magazine and Advocate, that there are 


 8Imilar symptoms of the decliving state of our doctrine in 


various sections of the state of New York and that of 
Pennsylvania. Preparations bave very recently been made 
for the erection of three Universalist churches. This is 
the way, kind reader, in which Universalism languishes 
and decllaes in almost every part of our country. 


Dedication and Installation. 

On the 10th instant, the Meeting House recently erected 
by the Fourth; Universalist Society in Boston, was Dedi- 
cated and Br. Benjamin Whittemore Installed as: Pastor. 
The day was fine and the respective gervices fully attended. 
The following were the principal parts in'the solemnities : 
1. Introductory Prayer, by Rev. J.'C. Waldo. 2. Dedi- 
catory Prayer, Rev. B. Whittemore. 3. Sermon, Rev. 
H. Ballou. 


INSTALLATION SERVICE.—Introductory Prayer by 
Rev. M. H. Smith. 2. Sermon, Rev. T. Whittemore. 
3. Iastalling Prayer, Rev. H, Ballou. 4. Delivery of the 
Scriptures and Charge, Rev. S. Streeter. 5. Right Hand 
of Fellowship, Rev. H. Ballou, 2d. Address to the So. 
ciety, Rev. S. Cobb. 'These services were eplivened and 
rendered the more impressive by a good Choir 'of Singers, 
under the direction of Col. Newell, which acquitted itself 
The House is a plain, neat build- 
ing, having a gallery ſor singers, and 78 pews. A discourse 
was delivered in the evening by Br. 8. Cobb. We pray 
God richly to bless and prosper this beloved society. 

The following original hymn, composed for the occasion, 
by Rev. 'T. B. Thayer, was sung during the service of In- 
stallation. 


Father of all, and Fount of Love, 
Before thy throne we bow, 

And ask thy blessing from above 
To rest upon us now. 


Almighty God wilt thou pour down 
The riches of thy grace 

Upon our brother's head, and crown 

is labors in this place. 
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Don war aj wy —_— all fears 
\ And magnify thy name. 
Here may rejoicing numbers crowd 
To listen to his voice, 
And pealing anthems long and loud, 
Bid coun tless souls rejoice. 


Here may be tell how Jesus died, 

And rose to liſe-above, 
Till tears are dried, 
t is love._ 


And every 


Which Thou to him gt 
Thy Servant unto heaven, 


The Dedicatory cy: will be ſouud under our poetical 


© We would inform Mr: Whitman and the public, gener- 


department. 
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HYMNS, 


Sung at the Dedication of the Fourth Universalist S0- 
' $900! in * Boeton, HY 10, 1833. 


Hymm I. 
BY H. BALLOU, 


a 
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' O Thou whose temple wide displays 
"The radiance of unnamber'd suns, 
'Whose goodness fills, whose sceptre sways - 
Each globe which in its orbit runs, 


To Thee we raise devotion's flame, 
Enkindled'by thy truth divine ; 
And to the honor of thy name, 


This house and all we have _resign. 
Henceforth may thy apiie here 
Direct thy saints, Faith and love, 


Tn pure devotion's fervent prayer, 
And raise their contrite earts above. 


As waters gush from living oprings, 
In geatle.currents may there flow 

8weet 8treams of truth, which ever brings 
Liſe, peace and joy to man below. 


When round this altar mourners knee], 
' And griefs in agpirations rise, 
8 weet consolations may they feel, 
And wipe their. sorrows from their eyes» 


United here, may age and youth 
Long flourish, as thy plants of grace; 
-. ,Andiin the: ways of love and truth, 


_ Accepted be before thy face, 


Hymm II, 
BY 8. F. STREETER, 


To Thee, great God of Love, 

-* We bow with filial ſear; 

Look from thy throne above 

.,, And bless thy children here ; — 

Let all our hearts thy presence ſeel, 
| As 1 in thy holy house we knee]. 


'Phine are our mortal forms, 
And thine, the. earth, the air, 
"The winds, the waves, the storms; 
Thine be this house of prayer ; 
Here may thy Sun'of glory thine) 
And fill our souls with ight vine. 


Here may thy spirit rest, 

Each heart, each tongue inspire, 
And kindle in each breast 

Love's pure and living fire; 
Here may we worship, and proclaim 
Glad tidings in a Savior's name. , 


Spirit of Good! descend, 
Soft as the morning dew, ins 
And while we humbly bend, 
Our willing souls renew ; 
Guide us till life's frail ties are riven, 
Then, bear us to the. joys of heaven. 
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An this town, yet, it was suspected that the 


INTRODUCTION 
To” 


LATEST NEWS FROM THREE WORLDS. 


BY RUSSELE STREETER. 


SECOND EDITON. 


N. publishing the Second Eden, of Let 

vized and enlarged b author rs, j" 
gratitude to the Universalist t Public and t ny mers com- 
munity in general, for the very liberal bestowed 
on such humble labors. Nothing but thei ng import= 
ance of the subjects could have awakened guch a general 


and lively interest, 
Although this little volume embraces a discussion of the 


main points ih Christian Theology, as well = my (ul 
report of the and multifarious news lately F 
llari of 

the title might deter some from giving it a a carel oh pre 

In this, we 'are happily disappointed. 

| who barely dips into its pages, at once bs fe ne he 

brief outline of subjects | "at th gn hr of each, 

LEE nk Ca at 
erein different chers dwelt u 8ame 

it is at oncece pl nes and then _ to, as the case 

might ire. This method has afforded room for a _ 

variety of gubjects in a small compass, 


No complaint is heard from the p 
misrepresentation. 


rs ad * of 
It is admitted that i in most Cages, the 


reports of arguments and anecdotes, are singularly accur- 
ate. If a reply is niade, it will probably be the joint la- 
po the who 4 but come forth in the vame of Mr. Rog- 
"N othing but a conciousness of irretrievable defeat will 
induce to remain silent. If the writter is not be- 
neath the notice of God, he cannot be of those preachers, 
unless they are * exalted above all that is God.” 
Hence there is no chance to back on with honor. - 
The new ground occupied by the author, in to 


solemn meetings and God's hidtnndai; he is convinced is 
tenable. 'The New Testament teaches no such doetrines. 
The notes, critical and explanatory inserted in this edition, 
we hope will not be uninteresti 
Those Editors who have generously published notices of 
this humble effort to prevent, appepagtc aa op mM will rY 
cept the author's most grateful acknowled 
those who insert this Introduction, and forwa 
containing it, to Shirley Village Post Office, will dr entit- 
led to a 15. {833 of ws edition in return. 
Feb. 0 2 o..4.»-2- 28. AUTHOR. 
rite im—_— rr mommam———g———— 
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| In this city, by Rev. ' oh Bircetor, "Mr Hiram Colton 
and Miss Sophia Cook; Mr Joseph S. Hart and Miss 
Temperance A. Sawyer; Mr James Cofran and Miss 


Lucinda P. Danforth. 
In Shirley, by. Rev. R. Sargeioes <a Alvin Smath and 


Miss Fann Nog pot of Lu nen! 
In Wau am, Mr Isaac Smith x iss Adeline 'Thomp- 
gon, 0 
ln pp nglens, Mr John 8. Gra wh Mrs Rubamah 
Ne Mr Lbpdrnck Ricketson and Miss Mary Sanford. 
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HEBAVEN, EARTH: AND DLL. 
As Reported at a'\Four- Shirley Mass. 
in Letters to Eight Callin On þ By) Ruceeti 


Streeter. 
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